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may be conſiders 5 bie as aflociating the two 
higheſt excellencies, WI ſatülte 18 capable, of attaining, 
Religion and Knowledge; the former having f more immediately 1 for 
its object the Calti ation of the 'Heatt,” the lai itter that of the Un- 


derſtanding g; and wil lead us to "rohtemplate” the” afſiſtance which 


FO * 
AN 


they mutually contribute, When united, t owards' the ſupport and 

» advancement of each other. And where can we meet with an 
happier il luſtratlon of this anion, than if the heavenly « com poſitions 

of the Royal Plalmiſt, and man) yethkt parts of | the Holy Scriptures; 
where we'find bn the © one 10 the -whole comf paſs of natural and 
intellectual knowledge exal ted and conſecrated to the ſervice of reli- 

gion; on the other, religion con lidefcending to embellich her ſublime 


truths wit! 5 we moſt approved excellencies of "human eloquence.” 
!. RG 1 And 


„ BH ky 
| And fince inſpiration has been ſu upet erſeded by the eſt gablic and * 1 5 | 


" Chriſtianity, 5 5 occalion have the mol improved po e 4 
mind been called forth in a more trying manner, or exerted' with 
more honouf, than in the eauſe c of religion. The application a 
the human faculties to ſuch high and honourable purpoſes, muſt 
certainly reflect no ſmall degree of credit on all inſtitutions devoted t to 
the cultivation of them. And accordingly we find from all hiſtory, 
that, whilſt ſeminaries for the promotion of literature have invariably 
claimed reſ pect as the fountains, of general civility and liberality, cate 
has ever been taken to preſerve and point out their connection with, 
and ſubſerviency to religion, as their firſt and higheſt object. Ws 

It will not I truſt be unſuitable to the purpoſes of the pri 
meeting to recall to our minds ſome, of 17 is advantages. which the 
mutually « derive from | this ; conneign.. e büacz 2d d a £ 
Now though it cannot. be aſſerted 19 35 Religion does of. {eli 
increaſe the ſtores of general knowledge, yet ſurely the. habits it | 
introduces, and the diſpoſitions, it inſpires, , by. giving the beſt; 5 
mand of our faculties, high ly tend to form and Prepare the mind 
for its acquiſition. , f That  ſeriquſnels,| attention, and colleQed frams 
of thought, that regulation a and government of the paſſions, tha | 
ſteady and invariable attachment. to truth, what ber nity. and benes 
vole nce of temper, . I nich ever flow. from religious. principles, ja 
eminently favourable to intellectual improvement, .. 


purſuit of knowledge, becomes A duty, religion. by beishtenisg | the 


ſenſe of duty, both prompts. the m 1 ing to. reater attginments, and 
oY 20d directs the application of hem, 7 en d, this—a on- , 


9 templation 


* 1 


4 


ht ow A ˙ A Go A ee” 


SHEN 


1 
objclts, which” en aht t 6 the hind," has 
ende! os enlirgs and Walt fe”! Within pe 

all i is Steit aud majeltie arbund us; be order and erechence meet us in | 
every pati; every thing *coiidibial to eie gorste the mind with 
the ſublimelt Lönce ons. 


tions fd" the sl a ütnatiüg Atfactions. 
Theie is oiliething in ine pattie” dt pretpeats' be” 10 log WY 
tisfying, ſo corgehial to-the ul of man; J: that we cannot but Bare 
UW oberved that "the Wd eminent of the heathen" wiiters," in Wpeik 

| caſual ap proaehes to the great trütlis of t69Elarivn ppb te ris above 


«to riſe above 
themſelves; their” chidighes and langüage 2 acquires a Uignity, y which 
ve look Ke nb Git oi any other lubject. Had . 16 great Otator 
and Philoſopher'of Rome been traited tip to the contetmplation of | 
a Divinity endowed with all perfection of natural aud moral oe! 
cellence, and Had ile cen and Kt their inffience in the difplays of 
his Providene&/wh it lew fourets'of dueiice would it have opened 
to his mind! what ne ng 75 N it | have . 0 6 his 
ethics; hic Bib ara 50 i 
furniſh! Had e been act at with'the'Chriſtian SNCe. 
the oul's iintiibrtality dn a Riture Rite , Kt = nmr on. ſure 
grounds, that thoſe” powers, Which by müch painful affiduity he 
had raiſed to be tl delight asd infruetol or tt M faceceding + ages, 
would ſurvive mortality; Was tity” their” Yrdour for improvement 
at the fountain bf truth al gOodnbefs in an i happier exiſtence, how 
would the Proſpeck of ic it have: grin meg SW enlight tened thoſe com- | 


paratively cold atid dresr in which we no behold with 5 
"I pity the ſtrugglings of 's 155 4d „Afpiring hs: with oh the 


nobleſt ne but depreſſed hy doubt, by . and error! 
B „ 


But 


14k 


But we e ſhall 3 very. imperfectly account FA the aide w ich el 
gion contributes to the advancement of knowledge, . without, col 
derin g. the immediate aſſiſtance. of him, from. whom alone. 38, deriy al 
every good and perfect gift; who, i 18 eher ready to praſpet all Welle 
meant labours 'Y and who by intermixing with our thoughts eng 
lightens the underſtanding, and diſpoſes and dire f it to the attajny 
ment of that ſound and valuable knowledge, which, bas his glory 
and the good of mankind for its objects. — nd in Uaſtration of this 


topic it may truly be. allerted, that the greateſt, im m ente in 


liberal a8 well as uſeful ſcience. haye b | cen made; With very, few caps 
ceptions, by perſons who have from inclination, and habit, if ng; 
profeſſionally, devoted. much of their 0 9d Ms tion to the 


Dn 


ſtudy and practice of. religion. 14 20 lis 01197 53 GI 5 vii ie 


Such is the influence of true I genuine religion; on the jatgle, 
lectual faculties of man—and the purer, and more; exalted: the reli 
gion, the greater will ever be that influence. Let us next conſiden 
the aſſiſtances >. which the cultivation of thoſe faculties by learning 
may enable them to render, and in fact has rendered to religion 

The powers of human reaſon, and the boundaries .: which;difs 
tinguiſh thoſe powers from reyclation, have formed the ſubject. g 
the moſt indeterminate altercation in the annals of the Chriſtian! 
hiſtory. Whilſt ſome have aſſerted its ſufficiency for every purpose 
of reli gion to the excluſion, of revelation, others have rejected al, 
exerciſe of the underſtanding on ſubjects of faith, as a profanation 
of the ſacred province. But where can our: beſt faculties, with 
every Bak n be ſo a aplaprls 46-0 inveſti | 

i bei 106 9 gating: 


. on = 
gating the works: of him, 'who. gave. them!? Or hom is it to be | 
conceived; that an all- perfect and intelligent Divinity, whoſe difs 
penfations are all ſounded in the fublimeſt wiſdom, ſhould have 
interdicted from his works the exerciſe of thoſe powers, which 
alone can point out their wiſdom to us? On the other hand, had 
reaſon been competent to all diſcoveries of religious truth, wo 
might well expect to find them, where the powers of the mind 
were carried to their higheſt ſtate of cultivation, in ancient Greece 
nd Rome: but whilſt we there ſee what human abilities cd do 

n the improvements af civil life,” the miſerable corruptions and 
dolatry, which we at the ſame time meet with, are mehncholy 
put convineing ou of their TIP in matters of Twas | 
aigher coneerey 1/1 15 mY 503 + Farit 
But though'\reaſon was b eee fiend 
abric, yet it is much in her power, and it has ever betn her duty, 


£ _— * LS _— —_— 


nder the ſupport of its heavenly Author, to guard: and protect ib 
cch from the hands df prefamptuviis violence and ſram the decay 
time.” And under the previous diſpenſations of religion, ſbe was 
aucd by regular diſcipline and ſcholaſtic inſtitutians to illuſtrate 

a convey to the world the bleſfings of them. In the grand 
bee of man's redeniption, and in its truly mirzeulous cmmu . 
„ cation to the world, human abilities Had indeed no plagt. This 

c che work of N ee effected] by the ſimꝑleſt ii - 

5. nents, but by thoſe demonſtrations of power, which 

1 dan eee ee and revere. But when theſe extraor- 


nary nn were 0 and the! diffalion-of Chriſ- 
tianity 


5 Wee * - 
* 
* — * 1 oy 


„„ 
tianity was committed to human abilities, then the «equi nei 
every aſſiſtance which could promote the diſcharge of the 


truſt became a duty, in proportion to the importance of its oben 
The mind was to be ſtrengthened by every acceſſton of leur 


* 
which could heighten the exertion of its powers, that the end 


conſigned to its care might not ſuffer, either from an uni 
attack, or from an unſkilful defence. Sn! 
It has often been obſerved to the honour both o&f - religion and 
learning, that the age; in which Chriſtianity was firſt 6ffered/t6 tl 


world, was eminently diſtinguiſhed by liberal ſcience, which 
rendered men capable of valuing the bleſſing, and Weighing 
merits; when the ſpirit of enquiry was moſt active; when men 
minds were too much enli ghtened to believe without proof; al 
new religion could not poſſibly have gained admiſſibn but by thel 
conviction of its truth and excellence. The pretenſions of CH 
tianity were then moſt rigidly examined, and with the ſtrongel 
prejudices againſt its truth. But as its evidences, the more the 

are ſcrutiniſed, muſt ever the more approve themſelves to the mol 
enlightened judgments, that i ingenuity, which had been exercifel 
for the detection of its ſuppoſed errors, was overcome by the ford 
of its truth, and joined in its ſupport. And ſoon did it call forth] 
all the aſſiſtance of its ableſt Defenders,” when oppreſſion fru 
without, and every ſpecies of error from within threatened: its ſups 
preſſion; when the utmoſt malice of the Jew was exerted to per- 
vert the records to which it appealed, and its doctrines were vitiatel 
by: the refinements of heathen philoſophy. . eng | 


1 A 9 15 
of + ant and learning eminently diſplayed by. the vindications af 
the Chriſtian, applogiſts in illuſtrating the principles, aſſerting the 
authority, and maintaining the purity of their faith, which at length 
under the divine pratetion; completed its. eſtabliſhment. In the 
ſubſequent ages of the Church, as new. objeGions and hereſies in 
conſonance to her Lord's predictions aroſe, the moſt deciſive force 
of reaſoning and argument Was em ployed i in their confutation. | | 

In the dark periads of the Chriſtan hiſtory, religion ſunk in- 
deed, but not till ſaund learning, her faithful friend and ally, had 
ſunk before ber, The exertions of the mind being depreſſed by 
neglect, and the light of ſcience almoſt extinguiſhed by the incur, 
ſions of harbariſm, ſuperſtition crept in under the covert. of i igno- 
rance, and the world gradyally ſubmitted to that ſpiritual tyranny, 
on which ambition; and avarice afterwards erecteg every, enormity 
of temporal dominion, .. In the dreary boſom of ſuperſtition were 
however preſerved the only. remaining ſparks of. learning, which, 
little did ſhe think it, were one day to brighten up, and expoſe ber 
pbſurdities,. After a long night of darkneſs, equally fatal to reli, 

pion and, ſcience, the revival of learning, and its more ealy and 
Peneral communication by one of the happieſt inventions of human 
ngenuity, reſtored, the powers 91 thinking, awaken d a ſpirit of 
quiry, and prompted men to examine. into the grounds of many 
ubjects, which they had been taught blindly to revere. Reaſon, 5 
nimated by the liberal warmth of ancient genius, diſdained any 
onger ſubmiſſion. to thoſe fetters which ignorance. had faſtened on 
e * and e Wy 0. aus oy 7 


* 


. 12 3 


Who tradiiloris n men, ought for truth from the * e 
Heaven in their original languages. She there ſatv, and on 
thence taught, that the powers and duties of man were nevet rricun 
to languiſh in the formal and inanimate devotions of ſolitude, [but 
to be exerted in the offices of active and ſocial benevolence; "tha 
the laws of the Almighty were to be in the hands and anderſtand. 
ings of all who were to obſerve them; and that the obligations of 
moral duty were not to be diſpenſed with by any rnercenaty bom. 
penſations. Theſe and fimilar ſentiments, kindled by the eſeareh 
of liberal Inveſtigation, grad ually diſpelled the clouds of « erm 
and ſuperſtition, and at length produced the Reformation, thit 
Brand zra of intellectual and religious liberty. To learning there 
fore, under the ſuperintendence and direction of Heaven, are it 
remotely indebted for that purity of Chriſtianity,” which we'now 
enjoy: It was learning which led us to the original records of reli 
gion, taught us to ſeparate her genuine doctrines from the adven-| 
titious appendages of men, reſtored in the fulleſt manner the Gti 
ciſe of private judgment, and eſtabliſhed on a ſolid and ration 
foundation the expectations and comforts of religion.” And from 
that period to the preſent time the labours of learning have boa 
moſt uſefully employed in unfolding and | illuſtrating every parti 
the great volume of Revelation, which, whilſt it places every doy 
and every comfort within the reach of the moſt uainformed unde 
ſtanding, contains inexhauſtible * treafares of wiſdom and defigs, 
to animate the reſearches, and reward the diligence of the wol 
improved inquirer; it being truly @ Mt, which Pineth more a J 


more unto the perfect day of its final conſummation. be 7 


4% 


And ee e che beſt· cultivated faculties of man finds 
nobler ſeope for their exertion," than in tracing out the meaning 
and connection, the ſtrength and beauty of the holy ſcriptures. 
| To attain a comprehenſive knowledge of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, 
to deduce its authority through x long ſeries of hiſtorical evidence, 
to inveſtigate thoſe parts which are conſeſſedly bard co be underftaod, 
to diſtinguiſh the marks of real from pretended inſpiration, and to 
aſcertain amidſt me boldneſs of imagery, the force and application 
of prophecy; require not only a critical acquaintance with the lan- 
guages, manners, and cuſtoms of antiquity,” but alſo a previous 
inſtruction in various other branches of human learning. But to 
communicate this knowledge to others, to diſcuſs familiar topics 
in a new and pleating manner, to place well-known arguments in 
a more advantageous and commanding} view, to diſplay the bleſſings 

of religion with clearneſs and energy, to recommend; its duties ta 
the hearts of men with a force and dignity, which the beſt-informed 
hearers cannot but approve, and the moſt illiterate muſt compre- 
hend and feel, and to vindicate its doctrines from the cavils of an 
enlightened and ſceptical age, is no eaſy employment for ſuperior 
talents, and e all n which 650 _ walten 
can furniſſn. irt +440 vÞ 

And bs never eld ant ages 1 r dhe mlt i im- 

ptoved powers of reaſon were more neceſſary for the defence of our 
boly religion, which infidelity has been aſſaulting in every ſhape, 
than in the preſent. Every allowance ought certainly to be made 
for mens opinions, whatever they may be, when they appear to be 
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the reſult of Boone and candid inquiry, and proferdes a decent rel 4 wad | 
for thoſe of others. But no excuſe can be admitted for many ; 
ſtances which we have ſeen, of the moſt ungenerous and 1 une 2 
miſapplication of excellent talents to the wretched” purp. &n o Bb 
labouring by every art to diſcredit the authority, depreciate "th 
evidences, and even to ridicule che duties of religion to underming | 
every ſupport of piety, and to deſtroy every proſpect and hope i in 
futurity. We ſee the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of Chriſtianity ole 
tinually inſulted with old cavils and objections, moſt ech 
from the records of former confutations; which confutations, though } 
they do honour to the probity and learning of their reſpective authors, | 
paſs unnoticed, - whilſt the errors they refute are again retailed with 8 
the arrogance of diſcovery and the confidence of triumph. And to 
complete the ſcheme of infidelity at once, attempts are daily made 
by every method to degrade the Son of God from his honours, and 


to pr his Sacrifice of its value. As truth and ſound” ſciemeb : 


2 
„ 
Ig 


cauſe, to diſtorted reaſoning gs, perverſions of language, parkiak f 
tations, and to ſuch other arts, as a man of common integrity, and 
reſpect for common decency, ought to def pſa, Wien ſuch indig- 


nities are offered to our Lord, ſuch wounds are menaced by the 


hands of his friends, by thoſe who have more immediately devoted 
themſelves to his ſervice, and pledged themſelves to the ſup ort of 
his dignity by every engagement of ſanctity and good-faith—whan 
ſuch men can renounce the reſult of a deliberate choice, and po 
varicate with every principle of value to man we W! moſt be 


* 
- . * 


of Revelation, which , wil 


{#3 


led to queſtion the grounds of 8 ur ſachs, W neav ] + 
Author, by the continual improvements s of critical learning, called 
forth its evidences with neee ee maniſeſted on every 
trial that it ĩs not to he haken: * the violence or malignity of de- 
clared Enemies, nor by the more dangerou duplicity of inſidious 
Friends. Had the proofs of our. Lord $ dwinity reſted on a ſe•˙ 
detached authorities, bold aſſertions and ingenious hr cnight 
perhaps have perplexed their Weninger, But by the 

of rational criticiſm, aided- by the moſt extenſive, erudition, which 
have been diligently FDI Fi 1 In, aſce1 


authenticuys meaning, and connection records, tc 


is proved Kar to animate, and to ſupport: — y 

I not admit of a conſiſtent explication 
without it: the hole tenour, ſpicit, and language of the ſcriptures 
with uniform and concurring force are found on the We of 
the ableſt expoſitors (and beyond the powers of infidelity to diſ- 
prove) to announce the Redeem. of mankind i in terms of Tn 
and incommunicable divinity, and which will not admit of perverſion 
or degradation - the Creator and Sovereign of the Univerſe the 


Almighty — Jehovah the King of Glory the Lord of Hoſts. 


Theſe are ſome of the fruits which learning has conſecrated 
to the ſervioe of Revelation, which muſt ever gain ſtrength and 
credit by. ſtudious reſearch and ratiogel, diſcuſſion, | and can never | 
loſe our neben We by the ignorance, of its grounds and 
rar iin r. . 17 8 113 25071 29d E 
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every inveſtigation of nature e to our r view the wenden 
of his wiſch 


eſtabliſhed, and continually upholds the amazing fabric ? | 


| behold the aſtoniſhingly curious ſtructure of his body, with the w. 
rious and wonderful powers of intellect and ſenſe, reaſon and paflion; 


DD 2 


agent, and capable of no higher end than-annihilation?- {all 


RES 
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- Bu beyond cho benefit which” ligen muſt Urge lerh 
* diſquiſitions of a truly liberal and enlightened mind, che 
not a path of true and genuine ſcience but what leads us to Godial s 
If on the wings of contemplation we aſcend up to the Heavily, | 
He is there: if in our deep reſearches we enter the caverns: of is 
earth, He is there alſo: if we examine the depths of the 00edn;” M 
diſcover His way in ebe ſea, and His path i in the great vater ;. ul 


PR 


n, power, and-gootineſs. ' 1277) (cr on 
Can the philoſopher contemplate. e (em "rs | 
anion] the revolutions of the various bodies that oompoſe it; that = 
fimple bat wonderful principle which regulates and controuls "the 
ſevera] movements, the ends and pur poſes of their deſtination; 4nd 
not acknowledge and adore that Almighty Hand, elk at "rſt 


Or can he deſcend into the natural and moral detail of man 


with which he is furniſhed, and conſider him as a piece of material 
mechaniſm, formed from the duſt by the hand of TO inate 


Can the hiſtorian trace the progreſs of mankind upon the 0 
from the earlieſt to the preſent period, an the riſe and fall of the 
great empires of the world, and the numberleſs revolations of ſaws 
and kingdoms that croud into the compals of time, their cauſes and 
conſequences, their bearings and references, and not diſcovers 


in) 


thing more than caſualty or human contrivance in all ee, 
Can he avoid obſerving one grand and leading object, a t which the 
whole hiſtory of man with el its variations has à general but deter - 
minate. tendency; which, loft: as it may be ſor a time amidſt the 
complex interferences of ſubordinate Rates, ever emerges from its 
obſcurity, and appears to have been going on to its eſtabliſhment, | 
the ſeveral changes i in the world having contributed to pr it? 
Let Moſes and the 3 be admitted on che footing of well 
authenticated: Har th a former as the hiſtorian of a particular 
nation, ſelected -for carrying on the great purpaſes'of roviden 
the latter as guided by Omniſcience in the narratiom of wonderful 
events, . which i in the progreſs of his reading he will find minutely 
accompliſhed many hundred years after their prediction; let the 
hiſtorian weigh well, and with but common candour and imm partiality, 
theſe circumſtances, and the force of truth muſt break in upon kis 
mind, and perſuade him to be almoſt, and even altogethir, a'Chriftion, 
| Theſe reflections would: admit of much enlargement, and illuſ- 
trate the advantages which religion would always' receive from true 
and folid learning. It is indeed the cultivation of thoſe powers, 
which bear the neareſt reſemblance to emanations of ' divinity; _ 
which alone render us capable of religious contemplation and Heirs 
of immortality. The love of truth and of goodneſs are congenial 
branches from the fame root, and have ever ee e or de- 
cayed together, 8 ; 
So natural is Fe * e religion and 8 that 5 


abuſes frequently a ariſe from their FIRE: SUR.” Pure as is 
. the 


, 1 Introduction of Chriſtanicy. 
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| Duration=»but nox==" The Eternity of the word.“ aſſerting the independence and elf, 


Toulmin; who, at the time of its appearance under the latter title, reſided at Exeter | } 


the flame of religion, it is . lable t to pollutivn 15 the 
mixture of human infirmities The mind, when not ſtrengthe ned | 
and enlightened by general knowledge, is fometimes apt in l 5 | 
 fervours of __—_ eee greed to be betraped into wild co 


imagination 0 > liſten to the pothing e, of —— * 


W 
* * * 


nen 


to view the Divinity under the forms „ 3 

But much more dangerous are purſuits of knowledge, | ; ; D ot | 
controlled by a firm ſenſe of religion. The conſciouſneſs of ſuper 0 E 
talents tends to generate that pride and independence. of und r. * 
ſtanding, which, deſpifing the plain and beaten paths of ſcience, 
breaks out into new and bold adventures, affecting ſingularity and A 
diſtinction, and facrificing ſober reaſon to paradox, and truth; to 
ſyſtem. It was this preſumptuous ſpirit, which gave birth to molk, | 
of the errors and hereſies, that have deforined the Chriſtian Church. | 
and which from one daring ſtep to another has led on to that h rid. 
theory, which we have lately ſeen in this place, equally rep 8 
with abſurdity and impiety, of the moſt magnificent effects with u 5 
a cauſe, the moſt exquiſite order without a defign, 2 creation n viths 
out a Creator. . 

T have thus endeavoured to * befors you the ener of wha | 
or on IntelleQud] 27795 and the uſes of learning in her ben 
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| * 'This alludes to the re- publication of a Tra formerly intitled, «© The Adee and 
exiſtence of the World in the groſſeſt and moſt unqualified terms of Atheiſm, by Dy. 


as & Phyſician, but his tenets haying in «gon non excluded kin from: the f 
notices of ſociety,. he has * 751 . 
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, ſubject, ſo 
1 ledge, can not be unſuitable | ro. 
5 was intended to renew the | n 
paths of literature, to 500 
1 are following us, & to extend 2 alonable alli 
£1 progrels, + and to point out by out preſent | 


Connection which ought ever to ſubſiſt 1 
Ana may this in tution, f for ſuch valuable 5 
. | continue with increaling ſucceſs and ſatief, L HER pl 
i them aſſociations of this 0 having a real | pu 

the heart by the. exerciſe of its moſt generous affections. | 5 3 
1 1 I ſhould ogy owever, fully anſwer _ 
10 | it may be from the A . 
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ages you Poſſeſs, of the high value and i im 

which are now in your hands; for i i the: 
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Fl may poſſeſs it with the excellencies of the great and wort 

nmaiſt ages, may diffuſe liberality of ſentiments and manners, 
= {t-enjoyments of private life, digniſy the moſt arduous: ftationl 
_ publicduty, and diſpenſe to the preſent and future ages im 
iccinil happineſs, and the bleſſings 
a with auf. al an 
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